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The question is, what has "chaos" to do with the subject? Trotsky is fond of sonorous and empty catch phrases, everybody knows that, but the catchword "chaos" is not only a catchword, in addition, it signifies the transplanting (or rather, a vain attempt to transplant) to Russian soil, in the present period, the relations that existed abroad in a bygone period. This is the whole point.
There is no "chaos" whatever in the struggle between the Marxists and the Narodniks. It is to be hoped that even Trotsky will not dare to assert that there is. The struggle between the Marxists and the Niajrodniks has been going on for over thirty years, ever since Marxism caime into being, The cause of this struggle is the radical divergence of interests and viewpoints of two different classes, the proletariat and the peasantry, If there is any ''chaos" anywhere, it is only in the heads of cranks who fail to understand this.
What, tihen, remains? "Chaos" in the struggle between the Marxists and the Liquidators? This, too, is wrong, for a struggle against a trend which the entire Party recognized as a trend and condemned as far back as 1908, cannot be called chaos. And everybody who has the least regard for the history of Marxism in Russia knows thai Liqpiidatorism is most closely and inseverably connected, even ias regards its leaders and supporters, with "Meiis'hevisim" (1903-08) and "Economism" (1894-1903). Hence, here, too, we hara a history extending over nearly twenty years. Anyibody who regards the history of his own Party as "chaos" shows.that he is an utter numbskull.
But let us examine the present situation from the point of view of Paris, or Vienna. At once the whole scene changes. In addition to the "Pravda-iste" and "Liquidators," we see no less than five Russian "factions," i.e., separate groups which claim membership of one and the same Social-Democratic Party: Trotsky's group, two Vpejygvd groups, the "pro-Party Bolsheviks"43 and the "pro-Party Mensheviks," All Marxists in Paris and in Vienna (for the purpose of illus-